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‘There’s an iceberg dead ahead. It’s called global aging, and it threatens to
bankrupt the great powers. As the populations of the world’s leading economies
age and shrink, we will face unprecedented political, economic, and moral
challenges. But we are woefully unprepared. Now is the time to ring the alarm
bell.”

Peter Peterson (1999) Gray Dawn:

How the Coming Age Wave will Transform America - and the World

Motivation. Most of the advanced capitalist democracies are currently experiencing
accelerated population ageing. This phenomenon fundamentally changes not just their
demographic composition: it also can be expected to have far-reaching social and political and
public policy consequences. Population aging poses new challenges and opportunities for
policy-makers and it may alter the basic templates of distributional politics in these societies.
To what extent are generational politics, political conflicts and policies with generational
implications, different in rapidly ageing societies? So far, comparative political scientists and
political sociologists have only partially analysed separate aspects of these large-scale
changes, without trying to establish a broad research agenda. This Section on Generational
Politics of the ECPR Joint Sessions aims to establish such an agenda. We aim to define and
advance a number of dimensions for research and to propose the dominant theoretical

hypotheses to guide this agenda.

Approaches. We are open to ideas and approaches from political sociology, political
economy, comparative politics, positive and normative political theory, and public policy
analysis. Papers are invited on all major conceptual and empirical aspects of the political
and/or public policy implications of ageing societies. While we welcome both quantitative
and qualitative approaches, we strongly encourage, and we intend to give priority to, papers
that go beyond descriptive analysis of policy challenges and reforms in any given domain and
that adopt an internationally comparative viewpoint. Similarly, we encourage submissions
that pay explicit attention to carefully spelling out the causal mechanisms suggested to be at
work in the politics-policy nexus, as well as the mediating effects of social and political

institutions. We are interested especially in the following four main themes:

1. Policy constraints, institutions, and advanced welfare states: What are feasible policy
reforms in ageing welfare states? How does aging affect the size of welfare state programs
and of individual welfare state benefits? Of primary importance here are programs such as

pensions, elderly care, and health care. In addition, how does ageing affect programs destined



for younger age groups, such as education spending from early childhood to higher education,
as well as family and labour market spending? Do the pressures on government budgets
emanating from population ageing clash with the increasing human capital demands of fast-
changing knowledge economies? If so, are greying societies doomed to economic failure in
future? How do institutions such as welfare regime type, type of democratic competition,
constitutional/institutional structure of veto points, variety of capitalism, and other factors
mediate between population aging and policy outcomes? What are the likely political causes
and consequences and the economic costs and benefits of early retirement? See, for instance,
Ebbinghaus (2006), Esping-Andersen (2008), Immergut et al. (2007), Lynch (2006), Pampel
and Williamson (1989), Myles and Pierson (2001), Vanhuysse (2001; 2004; 2006,
forthcoming [2008]).

2. Comparative analysis of the political consequences of ageing in “young” and “old”
societies: To what extent are the consequences of population ageing in relatively young
societies different from those present in relatively old societies? How does ageing affect the
template of distributional conflict, not just between generations, but also across lines of class,
gender, and ethnicity? What are regional variations in the political impact of ageing? How to
measure the "old age bias" of social policies and other public policies? How best to account
for its incidence, historical development pathways, and cross-country variation? See, for
instance, Anderson and Lynch (2007); Busemeyer, Goerres and Weschle (2008), Esping-
Andersen and Sarasa (2002), Gallasso and Profeta (2007), Goerres (2007a, 2007b, 2008,
forthcoming [2009]), Lynch (2006), Razin and Sadka (2007), Tepe and Vanhuysse (2008).

3. Aging and intergenerational relationships: What set of policies are desirable and feasible
to generate intergenerational justice? How does ageing affect power resources and
intergenerational dynamics inside families, and thereby intra-family cash and kind transfers,
inheritances, work-family balance decisions, and intra-household bargaining? What impact do
policies have on fertility and family formation and vice versa? See, for instance, Brodmann et
al. (2007), Castles (2003), Hoem (1993), Kohli (1999; 2004), Neyer (2003), Sabbagh and
Vanhuysse (2008).

4. Empirical democratic theory: emergence and adaptation strategies of political actors:
How does population aging affect the logic of political conflict and the behaviour and
strategies of political actors on the supply side (parties, governments) and on the demand side

(voters, unions, movements, pressure groups)? Do demographic pressures lead to



retrenchment pressures in programs such as pensions? If so, how do politicians and parties
frame, implement, and survive these pressures? Is the logic of blame avoidance different
when governments need to cut benefits going to ever-growing electoral populations? On the
demand side, what impact do old age interest groups have? How do trade unions deal with the
challenges and opportunities of ageing societies? How do different age groups differ in their
participation in and influence on politics? How does the social and political life of
democracies change as a result of ageing? See, for instance, Anderson and Lynch (2007),
Campbell (2005), Goerres (2007a, 2007b, 2008, forthcoming [2009]), Heclo (1988), Hinrichs
(2002), Immergut et al. (2007), Myles and Pierson (2001), Tepe and Vanhuysse (2008),
Vanhuysse (2006).

Proposals containing the title, name(s) of author(s), institutional affiliation(s) and a
specifically worded abstract of a maximum of 350 words should be submitted by e-mail to
both organisers. In addition, submitters should provide a few keywords on their research

interests in the area of politics and public policies in ageing societies.
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